How to improve your memorization
1. Start with a short piece

2. Analyze the form and texture

3. Play several times very exactly, with the music

4. Stop playing for several hours

5. Meanwhile try to trace the course of the ideas, mentally

6. Try to hear the piece inwardly

7. If you get stuck, look at the music again (do not play)

8. After several hours, go to the piano and try to play the piece

9. If you get "stuck" again, get the music and play ONLY that section or part, several times if needed

10. Then (by memory) begin the piece over again as a test

11. If you still fail, resume silent reading away from the piano

Once a piece is memorized and/or polished, you should play it in a number of locations (not necessarily for others) in order to dissociate the environment from the memory. Sometimes a lot of one's surroundings get tied up with your memorization and those need to be extricated from the music.

